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Resumo 

Until quite recently, urban history was mainly about big towns and great cities, and 

small towns were either considered as failures in urban development, or simply 

neglected altogether. However, in the last 20-25 years this situation has changed.  

Urban historians now realize that the majority of towns in any country and any period 

were small, and a great number of people had their main urban experience from small 

towns. Also, small towns often had the same social structure and the same urban 

functions as greater towns. Especially in the later middle ages and the early modern 

period, they were thus real towns, even if their population was small and many of 

them did not have the same formal status as big town.   

I have been working on small towns for most of my academic life, and am now writing 

a comparative study of small towns in different parts of Europe in the early modern 

period.  
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